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festival of the Hindus. And* it must not be supposed that there is no
abusing of the holidays. Like every other thing, this festival, too,
may have, and probably has, its black side, but that had better be
left alone. Certainly the good that it does far outweighs the evil.
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next in importance to the Diwali holidays are the Holi holidays,
which were alluded to in the Vegetarian of the s8th March.
Holi holidays, as will be remembered, correspond to Easter in point
of time. Holi takes place on the full moon day of the fifth month,
Falgun, of the Hindu year. This is just the spring time. Trees are
budding forth. Warm clothes are put off. Light clothes are the
fashion. That the spring has come is even more manifest when we
have a peep at one of the temples. The moment you enter a templea
and you must be a Hindu in order to gain admittance thereinto,
you smell nothing but sweet flowers. Pious persons are sitting on the
steps, making garlands for Thakorji—god. Among the flowers you
see beautiful roses, lotus, chameli, moghra, champa, etc. When the
doors are flung open for darshan, you observe the fountains in full
play. You enjoy soft and fragrant breezes. Thakorji has worn light
costumes of delicate shades. Piles of flowers before him, and
garlands round his neck almost hide him from your view. He is
swung to and fro. The swing, too, is covered with green leaves
sprinkled with fragrant waters.
Outside the temple the sight is not edifying. You here meet with
nothing but obscene language during the fortnight preceding the
Holi. In small villages it is difficult for ladies to appear without being
bespattered with mud. They are the subject of obscene remarks. The
same treatment is meted out to men without distinction. People
form themselves into small parties. Then one party competes with
another in using obscene language and singing obscene songs. All
persons—men and children, but not women—take part in these
revolting contests.
Indeed, it is considered bad taste to use obscene words during this
season. In places where people are steeped in ignorance they even
. pelt one another. They paint obscene words on your clothes, and if
you wear a white garment and go out, you are sure to return home
with plenty of ^ud about you. This reaches its climax on the Holi

